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Our Roman Senate cohort desires  you to sample these 
pages of Weird Places. Drink with us from the cup of 

Weirdness and drift to your own hidden garden. 

The Senate Cohort (Cleo, Markus, Julius, 
Ms. Weird, Mr. Weird (aka Richard Hertz).

Copyright by Robert Johnson 2022,  All Rights Reserved.

Life goes better with a little weirdness. It is hoped that the Weird people 
portrayed here, in illustration and story, both open and expand the mind 
in wonder and awe. For the sake of the occasional flamboyant side of 
weirdness, visit us at: www.getyourweird.com.

http://www.getyourweird.com


The Weird World of 
England’s Gnome Reserve

Do you want to spend a weird and fantastic day in sunny North Devon, England? 
How about visiting over 2,000 garden gnomes? Let us tell you more!

What Is England’s Gnome Reserve?
When people worldwide think of a day out, they often picture the beach, an 
amusement park, or a nice nature hike. But not in England, where visitors can 
trek to the Gnome Reserve and Wildflower Garden at Merry Harriers Garden 
Centre. You heard us right!
The attraction is part of a beautiful garden center with a restaurant, shops and 
of course over 2,000 gnomes. It is an idyllic place for naturalists and gardeners, 
where you can discover beautiful  plants flower and all thing gardening—and 
garden gnomes!
So, what do you do with many pint-sized mythical creatures? You can see them 
going about their lives—playing chess, chilling with a book, and even getting 
married. Some people develop gnomophobia due to the mischievous nature of 
these mythical creatures, but this place makes you realize there is no need to fear 
them. While enjoying the garden centre be sure to look out for a gnome sitting on 
a toadstool.
Gnomes make any grounds more magical and if you visit with kids, they will 
love spending hours trying to decide which gnome is a favorite among beautiful 
garden flowers. 

History of the Gnome Reserve
Ann Atkin, a mythical creature enthusiast, founded the original site in 1979. She 
was a former art student and wanted to do something weird. Thus, she created a 
refuge for every English garden gnome to wander free. 
This whimsical Reserve won several awards over the years. It is also a Guinness 
World Record Holder for the largest group of garden gnomes on the planet. It 
appeared on TV over seventy times. They might be the most famous gnomes 
worldwide! After twenty years of gnoming, the founders have retired but the 
gnomes live on at a place with even more to do.

Plan a Trip!
If you want travel advice about this magical world, we suggest you take a trip 
between March 21st and October 31st. There is no fee and during that time the 
Gnome Reserve is open seven days a week.
Ensure you plan your day before leaving—the journey takes you along small, 
winding county lanes to your destination in Biddeford, North Devon. The explorer 
in you will love the adventure!
You can arrange enjoy delicious food with local delicacies. Remember to wear 
a red t-shirt with a green hat that gnomes favor, pack your fishing rod, and have 
your mobile phone camera ready. You’ll fit right in with the mini creatures. Do not 
bring your lawn mower!
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