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Sample these pages of Weird Things. 
 Bend your imagination and lose track of time 

as you travel to your own hidden garden.

Copyright by Robert Johnson 2022, All Rights Reserved.

Life goes better with a little weirdness. It is hoped that the Weird people 
portrayed here, in illustration and story , both open and expand the mind 
in wonder and awe. For the sake of the occasional flamboyant side of 
weirdness, visit us at: www.getyourweird.com.

http://www.getyourweird.com


The Fascinating  Tale of Beavers
The beaver –Oregon’s state mascot and Canada’s national symbol–is a beloved 
animal worldwide. But what makes them so special?
Although not the rarest, they remain one of the weirdest animals on the planet. 
You need to watch beavers build a dam to understand their uniqueness. However, 
there’s much more to the beaver than tree gnawing and dam building. Join us as 
we take a closer look at the secret lives of one of the weirdest animals across 
North America.

Why You Should Give a Dam
Beavers are the largest rodent in North America, weighing up to 60 pounds (27 
kilograms). It gives us an excellent example of evolutionary adaptation. They were 
giant Castoroides during the Ice Age—weird, eight-feet-long animals weighing 
over 200 pounds. They shrunk over the years to be the adept builder army we 
know today.
The semi-aquatic fuzz balls have valves in their nose and ears. They also feature 
a third set of transparent eyelids similar to goggles, and their lips close behind 
their teeth.
Castoroides of the past didn’t have the iconic beaver tail, but now it has various 
purposes. The iconic tail acts as a rudder to help them swim and provides balance 
while they build their lodge. It also acts as a danger alarm when they slap it on  
the ground.
Beavers also boast some great innate survival tactics. For instance, one of the 
reasons they build a dam is to stop the water system behind it from freezing 
completely. This work allows them to feed and store food during the cold  
winter months.

The critters join the handful of animals who are monogamous. After a young male 
builds his beaver lodge, he’ll find a mate to have a family that lives together. The 
world’s largest beaver dam is located in Alberta, Canada, and is almost 3,000 feet 
(850 meters). It joins the list of wondrous things humans have found by accident 
via satellite images. Scientists believe that generations of the same beaver family 
are responsible for such a massive dam.

Interesting Facts
● Beavers can hold their breath for fifteen minutes.
● Beavers secrete a substance called castoreum that smells and tastes like

vanilla. This chemical compound is an FDA-certified natural flavoring that
perfume companies often include in their products. A Beaver Latte, anyone?

● Beaver’s teeth are orange because their enamel contains iron, making
them super strong, a crucial feature to building a dam.

● Beavers don’t always build dams. Instead, if the water is deep enough to
keep them safe from predators and stop ice from blocking the entrance,
they live in bank burrows or create small lodges above the water.

● Their front teeth never stop growing. However, gnawing on wood prevents
them from growing too long. If any issues occur, Mr. Weird is always on
hand to help with his chainsaw.

The Architects of the Animal World
Are you as busy as a beaver or a bridge builder? If so, be proud that you’re one of 
the weirdest animals. They’re famous for their building skills and family values. An 
interest in weird things and a love for animals go hand in hand. After all, nature is full 
of weird and beautiful things.
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